
An Introduction to 
Canvas



What can you do with 
Canvas?



6 things you can do with Canvas

Find course 
materials

View recorded 
lectures

Access 
reading lists

Start discussions 
and collaborate

Submit and get 
feedback on your 
coursework

Access materials 
in different formats



How to use Canvas



Login

• Go to www.canvas.ox.ac.uk The Canvas login page will appear 
(use Chrome or Firefox for the best experience).

• Click on the Oxford Users option on the left and enter your 
username and password. 



Dashboard

• Once logged into Canvas, you will see your Dashboard.

• This shows several 'course cards', which represent the courses 
you are enrolled in. Click on the relevant card to access the 
course. If you cannot see it, click the Courses link on the left-
hand menu and choose your course.

• On the far left is the Global Navigation menu. On the far right is 
your ‘To do’ list, which shows any Discussions, Assignments or 
Quizzes with deadlines coming up in the next seven days.



Learning 
materials

• To find your learning 
materials, click on the 
relevant course card (see 
above). If you cannot see it 
go to the Courses link on the 
left-hand menu and choose 
your course.

• You will then see a list of 
learning materials and 
information (see right).



View
recorded 
lectures

• Panopto is software that allows 
teaching staff to record video and 
audio, such as lectures.

• Within your particular course, click on 
'Panopto recordings' to view videos.

• Note: in some courses, the videos 
may be embedded in Canvas 
pages instead.



Discussions

• Discussions may be used as part of teaching and 
learning activities in your course.

• You can see any Discussions by clicking on 
Discussions in the Course Navigation menu.

• Some lecturers may embed Discussions within 
Modules instead, in which case you won't see the 
link on the left-hand side.



Notifications

• Notifications allow you to select how and when you 
want to be notified when various events occur within a 
course, such as due dates, new course content etc.

• You can choose whether to receive the notifications 
right away, or as a daily or weekly summary.

• If you have the Canvas App, you can also set push 
notifications instead of (or as well as) email.

KEY
1. Tick icon - notify me right 

away.
2. Clock icon - daily summary.
3. Calendar icon - weekly 

summary.
4. 'X' icon - disable 

notifications. We 
recommend you do NOT do 
this for Announcements as 
you may miss important 
course information.



Accessibility 
features

The Immersive Reader reads out the text on a Canvas page. 
It can also enhance the reading experience by changing the 
font, colour theme or background.



Reading lists

• ORLO (Oxford Reading Lists Online) is the reading list 
system for the University of Oxford. It allows you to 
access up-to-date reading lists at any time from a range 
of devices, check live locations and availability information 
for the print items on your reading list, and access many 
e-books and articles.

• If your course has not provided an ORLO reading list, 
please speak to your tutor or lecturer who may consult 
their subject librarian or email orlo@bodleian.ox.ac.uk.



Canvas App
• The Canvas Student

App is a popular way of 
keeping track of your 
learning activities on the go

• Check course To-do lists, 
deadlines and other 
information

• The app is available for iOS 
and Android devices



Help and support



How to 
access help 
and support

• For course-related queries, contact your 
department or faculty

• For login problems, contact the University’s IT 
services Help Desk on 01865 612345 or email 
canvas@it.ox.ac.uk

• Within Canvas, click the ‘Help’ option on the 
left-hand menu. You can 'live chat' or phone 
Canvas support, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 
365 days a year

• Read about all the features of Canvas in the 
Student guide to using Canvas at Oxford

• Watch the YouTube Intro to Canvas video



Thank you

canvas@ctl.ox.ac.uk


